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cial. A living museum, the Academy has become the trustee
for several museums, including the princely collections of
Chantilly. It awards a number of prizes, with commendable
caution; it even offers, with a smile of embarrassment, prizes
for "virtue." The Academy is self -recruiting $ an election sel-
dom fails to cause a flutter in the drawing rooms, because it has
almost invariably been prepared in the drawing rooms. Ladies
are not eligible to membership: they find consolation in the
thought that their influence in this sphere, although unofficial,
is generally decisive.

This eminently social and unprofessional character of the
Academy is, in our opinion, a strong point in its favor. A body
composed exclusively of professors would not have enjoyed
the same prestige 5 and it is doubtful whether a gathering of
great original writers could have offered any esprit de corps,
any corporate consciousness. Literature is the meeting ground
of authors and public: it is excellent that there should be a
joint committee uniting the elites on both sides.

The danger is not that literature should be dominated by
society5 but that society, that is to say the commonwealth,
should be identified with "Society," that is to say the privileged
classes. During the first half of its career, the Academy was
actually ahead of the times. As conceived by Richelieu, it was
the one institution where class distinctions expired: within its
precincts, nobility and educated middle class associated on terms
of complete social equality. Had the ancient regime been as
liberal in other fields, there would have been no revolution in
1789. The situation is very different now. Forgetting the inten-
tions of the founder, the Academy has become, very con-
sciously, a class citadel. Every prominent conservative is certain
of a seat among the Immortals j every leader of the Left is
iff so jacto debarred from the society of gentlemen. It suffices
to compare the literary claims of Raymond Poincare, Paul
Deschanel, Alexandre Ribot, members of the Academy, with
those of Jean Jaures, Edouard Herriot and Leon Blum.
In England, a peerage may be conferred upon a man of noted